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Epping Forest Hedgehog Rescue
45 Chequers Road

Loughton


  Essex
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Phone : 
 020 8508 4056                                                      Mobile Phone: 07717 834570                      
Email: help@thehedgehog.co.uk                                        Website:  www.thehedgehog.co.uk 
28 January 2008
Dear Sir 
Hedgehogs killed and injured by Strimmers and Lawnmowers

We have an ongoing campaign on the website: http://www.thehedgehog.co.uk/strimmers.htm 

We are asking for your help in bringing this campaign to the wide attention it needs. We must stop this atrocity continuing. You have the ability to reach out to millions of people. 
We hope you will do a story or article in your publication that will:
1. Put pressure on the tool manufacturers to add clear warnings

2. Educate everybody about the dangers these tools cause
We have written to all the strimmer manufacturers and distributors. We have had no response
Every year thousands of hedgehogs and other small animals are killed or badly injured by people using garden power tools, particularly strimmers and rotary mowers. 
Horrible injuries and countless deaths are caused by these machines 

Hedgehogs are especially vulnerable because their natural reaction on hearing any noise or disturbance is to curl up tightly and not run away. This includes the noise of a strimmer.  This a natural defence against predators but not against mowers and strimmers
Every Rescue centre and Wildlife Unit throughout the UK have horrendous numbers of strimmer injuries daily. 

All we are asking is for is:

· The manufacturers and distributors to place a big bright warning sticker clearly on the strimmer or mower itself saying “check for wildlife before using” 

· A  separate brightly coloured leaflet that can’t be overlooked or missed in the package with this very basic simple  information:

Please be very careful when using a strimmer or mower in your garden and check the long grass & undergrowth first with your hand or foot to make sure NOTHING is curled up there. 
Hedgehogs do not run away when they hear the noise, but curl up tightly which is no protection from these powerful tools.

One idea for a sticker is a picture of  a hedgehog with a big red X across it saying WARNING Don’t kill me 
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These are a couple of pictures of recent strimmer injuries to give you some ideas of the horrific damage these tools cause :
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Hedgehogs have been around for 15 Million years, which makes them one of the oldest mammals still in existence. Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals. They sleep curled up during daytime in long grass and undergrowth. This is the time when strimmers are used and hedgehogs are in danger.
Hedgehogs are now dying out very fast and have recently been put on the endangered list. Each and every unnecessary death brings them a step closer to extinction
Please help us to do something very quickly to make these incidents a thing of the past

Yours hopefully
Derek and Sandra  Knight 


